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7) ABSTRACT

An apparatus is provided for testing a first storage battery in
a bank of storage batteries, the bank formed of at least two
storage batteries electrically coupled together. The apparatus
includes a first Kelvin connection configured to couple to the
bank of storage batteries, the first Kelvin connection includ-
ing a first and second electrical connection and a second
Kelvin connection configured to couple to the bank of
storage batteries, the second Kelvin connection including a
first and a second electrical connection, the first and second
Kelvin connections configured to couple across at least the
first battery. A time varying forcing function source is
configured to apply a forcing function between the first
electrical connection of the first Kelvin connection and the
first electrical connection of the second Kelvin connection.
Avoltage sensor is configured to sense a voltage between the
second electrical connection of the first Kelvin connection
and the second electrical connection of the second Kelvin
connection and provide a sensed voltage output which is at
least partially a function of the forcing function. A current
sensor senses an electrical current in the bank of storage
batteries related to the first battery and provides a sensed
current output which is at least partially a function of the
forcing function. A microprocessor determines a condition
of the first battery as a function of the sensed voltage and the
sensed current.

32 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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TESTING PARALLEL STRINGS OF
STORAGE BATTERIES

This application is a continuation-in-part application of
U.S. Ser. No. 09/564,740, filed May 4, 2000, and entitled
ENERGY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR AUTOMO-
TIVE VEHICLE, which claims priority to Provisional
Application Ser. No. 60/132,622, filed May 5, 1999, and
entitled AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE BATTERY CHARG-
ING SYSTEM; U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/165,
208, filed Nov. 12, 1999, and entitled ENERGY MANAGE-
MENT SYSTEM FOR AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE; and
Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/175,762, filed Jan. 12,
2000, and entitletd ENERGY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FOR AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to electronic battery testers.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a tech-
nique for determining the condition of a battery electrically
connected in a bank of storage batteries.

Storage batteries, such as lead acid storage batteries of the
type used in the automotive and standby power industries,
have existed for many years. However, understanding the
nature of such storage batteries, how such storage batteries
operate and how to accurately test such batteries has been an
ongoing endeavor and has proved quite difficult. Storage
batteries consist of a plurality of individual storage cells
electrically connected in series. Typically each cell has a
voltage potential of about 2.1 volts. By connecting the cells
in series, the voltages of the individual cells are added in a
cumulative manner. For example, in a typical automotive
storage battery, six storage cells are used to provide a total
voltage when the battery is fully charged of 12.6 volts.

There has been a long history of attempts to accurately
test the condition of storage batteries. A simple test is to
measure the voltage of the battery. If the voltage is below a
certain threshold, the battery is determined to be bad.
However, this test is inconvenient because it requires the
battery to be charged prior to performing the test. If the
battery is discharged, the voltage will be low and a good
battery may be incorrectly tested as bad. Furthermore, such
a test does not give any indication of how much energy is
stored in the battery. Another technique for testing a battery
is referred as a load test. In a load test, the battery is
discharged using a known load. As the battery is discharged,
the voltage across the battery is monitored and used to
determine the condition of the battery. This technique
requires that the battery be sufficiently charged in order that
it can supply current to the load.

More recently, a technique has been pioneered by Dr.
Keith S. Champlin and Midtronics, Inc. of Willowbrook, I11.
for testing storage batteries by measuring the conductance of
the batteries. This technique is described in a number of
United States patents, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 3,873,911,
issued Mar. 25, 1975, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat. No. 3,909,708,
issued Sep. 30, 1975, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat. No. 4,816,768,
issued Mar. 28, 1989, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat. No. 4,825,170,
issued Apr. 25, 1989, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE WITH AUTOMATIC
VOLTAGE SCALING; U.S. Pat. No. 4,881,038, issued Nov.
14, 1989, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC BATTERY
TESTING DEVICE WITH AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE
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SCALING TO DETERMINE DYNAMIC CONDUC-
TANCE; U.S. Pat. No. 4,912,416, issued Mar. 27, 1990, to
Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTING
DEVICE WITH STATE-OF-CHARGE COMPENSATION;
and U.S. Pat. No. 5,140,269, issued Aug. 18, 1992, to
Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC TESTER FOR ASSESS-
ING BATTERY/CELL CAPACITY.

In some installations, such as for use in backup power
supplies or in certain types of automotive vehicles, multiple
storage batteries are connected together to form a bank of
storage batteries. These batteries can be connected in series,
parallel or in a combination of series and parallel connec-
tions. Performing an electrical battery test on a battery in
such a bank of batteries can be difficult due to the various
electrical paths through the series and/or parallel connec-
tions of batteries which form the bank of batteries. A single
bad battery can be masked by the other good batteries which
make up the band of batteries. This has frequently made it
difficult to accurately identify a bad battery without electri-
cally disconnecting the batteries prior to performing a bat-
tery test.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An apparatus is provided for testing a first storage battery
in a bank of storage batteries, the bank formed of at least two
storage batteries electrically coupled together. The apparatus
includes a first Kelvin connection configured to couple to the
bank of storage batteries, the first Kelvin connection includ-
ing a first and second electrical connection and a second
Kelvin connection configured to couple to the bank of
storage batteries, the second Kelvin connection including a
first and a second electrical connection, the first and second
Kelvin connections configured to couple across at least the
first battery. A time varying forcing function source is
configured to apply a forcing function between the first
electrical connection of the first Kelvin connection and the
first electrical connection of the second Kelvin connection.
Avoltage sensor is configured to sense a voltage between the
second electrical connection of the first Kelvin connection
and the second electrical connection of the second Kelvin
connection and provide a sensed voltage output which is at
least partially a function of the forcing function. A current
sensor senses an electrical current in the bank of storage
batteries related to the first battery and provides a sensed
current output which is at least partially a function of the
forcing function. A microprocessor determines a condition
of the first battery as a function of the sensed voltage and the
sensed current.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing one example battery
bank configuration.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing another example batter
bank configuration.

FIG. 3 is a simplified electrical diagram of a battery test
apparatus in accordance with one aspect of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

The present invention provides an apparatus for testing
storage batteries which are electrically connected in a con-
figuration with other batteries to make up a bank of storage
batteries. In many battery installations such as Telcos,
(telephone companies), a cost-effective battery system man-
agement is high priority. While a regular battery manage-
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ment program will ultimately reduce down time, improve
customer service and system quality, programs to add capital
equipment can only be justified if a reduction in costs can be
expected through improved priority management or because
of added value associated with more reliable service. There
is an ongoing search for more cost effective-solutions which
will help to optimize the management of battery replace-
ment.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a battery bank 2 formed of 4
batteries represented as resistances R, R,, R; and R,. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, battery bank 2 is made of 2 series pairs,
R;-R, and R;-R, connected in parallel. If a measurement of
a dynamic parameter is made across one of the batteries, the
other batteries in bank 12 will affect the measurement. For
example, if a parameter such as dynamic resistance is
measured across battery bank 2, each of the resistance
R;-R, will contribute to the measurement as follows:

1 Eq. 1
1/(Ry + Rp)+1/(R3 + Ry)

A single battery within bank 2 will be masked when mea-
suring across the bank 2. In the past, it has been necessary
to disconnect the batteries to obtain accurate individual test
results. However, in many installations disconnecting the
batteries to perform a test is not practical and may require a
critical system to be taken off time. Further, such discon-
nection is time consuming and can also be a source of a
future battery malfunction if the batteries are not recon-
nected in the correct manner. FIG. 2 is a simplified block
diagram showing a battery bank 4 having three serial strings
of batteries connected in parallel. The batteries are labelled
R,-R;. Of course, a bank of battery can have any configu-
ration and those set forth herein are for illustration purposes
only.

The present invention provides a method and apparatus
for determining a parameter (such as a dynamic parameter)
of an individual battery, or group of batteries, within a bank
of batteries. Such banks are commonly used in backup
power supplies and in some types of vehicles, such as trucks.
The present invention utilizes multiple connections to the
battery bank in order to obtain multiple parameters of the
bank. Using these measurements, equations can be solved
based upon the particular topology of the battery bank in
order to determine parameters for individual batteries or
groups of batteries within the bank.

The present invention includes an apparatus for testing
batteries having first and second Kelvin connections for
connecting across at least one battery in the battery bank. In
addition, a current sensor is provided for coupling to an
inter-cell connection (the connections which span between
batteries within the bank of batteries). One connection in
each of the two Kelvin connections is used for applying a
forcing function. The second connection are used for sensing
a voltage between the Kelvin connections. A dynamic
parameter of the battery can be determined as a function of
the voltage between the Kelvin connections and the current
sensed by the current sensor. The dynamic parameter can be
any parameter of the battery which is a function of a time
varying signal such as dynamic conductance, resistance,
admittance, impedance or any of the their combinations. The
use of the current sensor in the measurement allows the
dynamic parameter to be accurately determined despite any
parallel combinations of batteries within the battery bank.
The current sensor is capable of sensing an isolated current,
that is a current which only flows through the relevant
section of the parallel combination of batteries.
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FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram illustrating one
example embodiment of the present invention for measuring
a condition of a battery 12 in a battery bank 8. Bank 8 is
illustrated as two batteries, storage battery 10 and storage
battery 12, connected in parallel. A battery testing apparatus
16, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention, is
shown coupled to bank 8. Kelvin connections 14A and 14B
are used to couple to terminals 12A and 12B, respectively,
of battery 12. Kelvin connection 14A includes two indi-
vidual connections 14A-1 and 14A-2. Similarly, Kelvin
connection 14B includes two individual connections, 14B-1
and 14B-2.

Circuitry 16 operates in accordance with one embodiment
of the invention and determines a dynamic parameter of
battery 12 in bank 8. Circuitry 16 includes a forcing function
50 and a differential amplifier 52. Forcing function 50 is
connected to connections 14A-2 and 14B-2 of Kelvin con-
nections 14A and 14B, respectively. Differential amplifier 52
is connected to connection 14A-1 and connection 14B-1 of
Kelvin connections 14A and 14B, respectively. An output
from differential amplifier 52 is provided to analog to digital
converter 54 which itself provides a digitized output to
microprocessor 56. Microprocessor 56 is connected to a
system clock 58, a memory 60, and analog to digital
converter 54. Microprocessor 56 is also capable of receiving
an input from an input device 62 and providing an output on
output device 68. The input can be a rating for the battery 10
or describe the topology of bank 8 or the placement of the
Kelvin probes and current sensor on bank 8. Input device 66
can comprise any or multiple types of input devices. The
result of a battery test, either qualitative or quantitative, can
be an output device 68. Device 68 can be a display or other
output. A current sensor 70 also connects to microprocessor
56 through analog to digital converter 54. Current sensor 70
is positioned to sense a current I,, flowing through battery
12. The total current, I, flowing through batter bank 8 is
equal to the sum of I,,, the current through battery 10 and
I,,. Sensor 70 can be any type of current sensor including a
current shunt, a Hall effect sensor, an inductive clamp, etc.
The invention can operate with any technique for determin-
ing a voltage across battery 12 and a current through battery
12 and is not limited to the specific techniques set forth
herein. The forcing function 50 can be any signal having a
time varying component, including a stepped pulse or a
periodic signal, having any shape, applied to battery 12. The
forcing function can be an active source in which the forcing
function signal is injected into battery 12, or can be a passive
source, such as a load, which is switched on under the
control of microprocessor 56. Additionally, power supply
circuitry (not shown) can be used to power battery tester 16
using power derived from battery 12, or from a separate
power source.

In operation, microprocessor 56 can receive an input
through input 66, such as a rating for battery 12. Micropro-
cessor 56 determines a dynamic parameter, such as dynamic
conductance, of battery 12 as a function of the sensed
voltage as measured by differential amplifier 52 and the
sensed current I,, as measured by current sensor 50. The
change in these measured values is used to determine the
dynamic parameter. For example, the dynamic conductance
(AG) is determined as:

AG=AIL/AV EQ. 2

The dynamic parameter can be correlated to a condition of
the battery which can be used as a basis for comparison of
the battery against a battery rating. Such techniques are
generally taught and discussed in various patents by Dr.
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Champlin and Midtronics, Inc. including: U.S. Pat. No.
3,873,911, issued Mar. 25, 1975, to Champlin, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat.
No. 3,909,708, issued Sep. 30, 1975, to Champlin, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat.
No. 4,816,768, issued Mar. 28, 1989, to Champlin, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTING DEVICE; U.S. Pat.
No. 4,825,170, issued Apr. 25, 1989, to Champlin, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTING DEVICE WITH
AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE SCALING; U.S. Pat. No. 4,881,
038, issued Nov. 14, 1989, to Champlin, entitled ELEC-
TRONIC BATTERY TESTING DEVICE WITH AUTO-
MATIC VOLTAGE SCALING TO DETERMINE
DYNAMIC CONDUCTANCE; U.S. Pat. No. 4,912,416,
issued Mar. 27, 1990, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE WITH STATE-OF-
CHARGE COMPENSATION; U.S. Pat. No. 5,140,269,
issued Aug. 18, 1992, to Champlin, entitled ELECTRONIC
TESTER FOR ASSESSING BATTERY/CELL CAPACITY;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,343,380, issued Aug. 30, 1994, entitled
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SUPPRESSING TIME
VARYING SIGNALS IN BATTERIES UNDERGOING
CHARGING OR DISCHARGING; U.S. Pat. No. 5,572,
136, issued Nov. 5, 1996, entitled ELECTRONIC BAT-
TERY TESTER WITH AUTOMATIC COMPENSATION
FOR LOW STATE-OF-CHARGE; U.S. Pat. No. 5,574,355,
issued Nov. 12, 1996, entitled METHOD AND APPARA-
TUS FOR DETECTION AND CONTROL OF THERMAL
RUNAWAY IN A BATTERY UNDER CHARGE; U.S. Pat.
No. 5,585,728, issued Dec. 17, 1996, entitled ELEC-
TRONIC BATTERY TESTER WITH AUTOMATIC COM-
PENSATION FOR LOW STATE-OF-CHARGE; U.S. Pat.
No. 5,592,093, issued Jan. 7, 1997, entitled ELECTRONIC
BATTERY TESTING DEVICE LOOSE TERMINAL CON-
NECTION DETECTION VIA A COMPARISON CIRCUIT;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,598,098, issued Jan. 28, 1997, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTER WITH VERY HIGH
NOISE IMMUNITY; U.S. Pat. No. 5,757,192, issued May
26, 1998, entitled METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
DETECTING A BAD CELL IN A STORAGE BATTERY;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,821,756, issued Oct. 13, 1998, entitled
ELECTRONIC BATTERY TESTER WITH TAILORED
COMPENSATION FOR LOW STATE-OF-CHARGE; U S.
Pat. No. 5,831,435, issued Nov. 3, 1998, entitled BATTERY
TESTER FOR JIS STANDARD; U.S. Pat. No. 5,914,605,
issued Jun. 22, 1999, entitled ELECTRONIC BATTERY
TESTER; U.S. Pat. No. 5,945,829, issued Aug. 31, 1999,
entitled MIDPOINT BATTERY MONITORING; U.S. Pat.
No. 6,002,238, issued Dec. 14, 1999, entitled METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR MEASURING COMPLEX
IMPEDANCE OF CELLS AND BATTERIES; U.S. Pat.
No. 6,037,777, issued Mar. 14, 2000, entitled METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING BATTERY
PROPERTIES FROM COMPLEX IMPEDANCE/
ADMITTANCE; and U.S. Pat. No. 6,051,976, issued Apr.
18, 2000, entitted METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
AUDITING A BATTERY TEST which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety.

The present invention provides a technique for measuring
an isolated value of the change in current through an
individual battery or batteries, within a bank of batteries.
Although FIG. 3 illustrates the measurement of a condition
of a single battery, battery 12, the Kelvin connections 14A
and 14B could be connected across multiple batteries which
are in various configurations and the current sensor 70
positioned appropriately. With the present invention, it is
possible to isolate a defective battery within a bank of
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batteries without requiring the individual batteries to be
disconnected. Using conventional battery testing techniques,
the other batteries within the bank of batteries can mask the
faulty battery making it difficult to detect. Because the
individual batteries doe not need to be disconnected with the
present invention, the present invention provides a technique
for more rapidly accessing and isolating a faulty battery.
Further, because the individual batteries do not need to be
disconnected, the likelihood of human error which could
arise if the batteries are reconnected improperly is reduced.
The present invention can be useful in determining the
condition of a storage battery in any type of battery bank
including those which are used in some vehicles, standby
power systems, etc. Circuitry 16 can be configured as a
stationary or a portable battery tester.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the
art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. For example, other types of testing techniques
and dynamic measurement techniques can be used. In one
aspect, any type of parameter can be employed and does not
need to be a dynamic parameter or a parameter measured
using Kelvin connections. The testing may be implemented
using analog circuitry, digital circuitry or their hybrid.
Further, multiple circuits can be utilized to determine the
dynamic parameters or, a single circuit can be multiplexed
(either physically or through a multiplexer) between mul-
tiple connections.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for testing a first storage battery in a bank
of storage batteries, the bank formed of at least two storage
batteries electrically coupled together, the apparatus com-
prising:

a first Kelvin connection configured to couple to the bank
of storage batteries, the first Kelvin connection includ-
ing a first and second electrical connection;

a second Kelvin connection configured to couple to the
bank of storage batteries, the second Kelvin connection
including a first and a second electrical connection, the
first and second Kelvin connections configured to
couple across at least the first battery;

a time varying forcing function source configured to apply
a forcing function between the first electrical connec-
tion of the first Kelvin connection and the first electrical
connection of the second Kelvin connection;

a voltage sensor configured to sense a voltage between the
second electrical connection of the first Kelvin connec-
tion and the second electrical connection of the second
Kelvin connection and provide a sensed voltage output
which is at least partially a function of the forcing
function;

a current sensor configured to sense an electrical current
which flows through an electrical connection in the
bank of storage batteries, the sensed current related to
the first battery, and responsively provide a sensed
current output which is at least partially a function of
the forcing function; and

a microprocessor configured to determine a condition of
the first battery as a function of the sensed voltage and
the sensed current.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the microprocessor
determining the condition of the first battery as a further
function of the forcing function.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the condition of the
first battery is determined based upon a dynamic parameter
of the battery.
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4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic conductance.

5. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic resistance.

6. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic admittance.

7. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic impedance.

8. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the forcing function
comprises a current signal.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 including an input configured
to receive a rating related to a rating of the battery bank.

10. The apparatus of claim 1 including an input config-
ured to receive information related to a topology of the
battery bank.

11. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the current sensor
comprises an inductive probe.

12. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the current sensor
comprises a current shunt.

13. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the current sensor
comprises a Hall effect sensor.

14. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the rating comprises
rated cold cranking amps.

15. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the forcing function
source comprises a switched load.

16. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the apparatus is
powered by the first storage battery.

17. A method for testing a first storage battery in a bank
of storage batteries, the bank formed of at least two storage
batteries electrically coupled together, the method compris-
ing:

coupling a first Kelvin connection to the bank of storage

batteries whereby first and second electrical connec-
tions of the first Kelvin connection coupled to the bank
of storage batteries;

coupling a second Kelvin connection to the bank of
storage batteries, including coupling first and second
electrical connections of the second Kelvin connection
to the bank of storage batteries, the first and second
Kelvin connections configured to couple across at least
the first battery;

applying a time varying forcing function between the first
electrical connection of the first Kelvin connection and
the first electrical connection of the second Kelvin
connection;

measuring a response to the forcing function using the
second electrical connection of the first Kelvin connec-
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tion and the second electrical connection of the second
Kelvin connection;

sensing a current flowing through an electrical connection
in the bank of storage batteries, the sensed current
related to a current through the first storage battery and
through the bank of storage batteries and at least
partially a function of the forcing function; and

determining a condition of the first battery as a function

of the sensed voltage and the sensed current.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein determining a
condition of the first storage battery is further a function of
the forcing function.

19. The method of claim 17 wherein determining a
condition of the first storage battery includes determining a
dynamic parameter of the first storage battery.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic conductance.

21. The method of claim 19 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic resistance.

22. The method of claim 19 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic admittance.

23. The method of claim 19 wherein the dynamic param-
eter comprises dynamic impedance.

24. The method of claim 17 wherein applying a forcing
function comprises applying a current signal.

25. The method of claim 17 wherein applying a forcing
function comprises applying a resistive load.

26. The method of claim 17 including receiving an input
related to a rating of the first battery.

27. The method of claim 17 including receiving an input
related to a topology of the battery bank.

28. The method of claim 17 wherein sensing a current
includes applying an inductive current probe to the battery
bank.

29. The method of claim 17 wherein sensing a current
includes applying a current shunt to the battery bank.

30. The method of claim 17 wherein sensing a current
includes applying a Hall effect sensor to the battery bank.

31. The method of claim 17 including towering a testing
apparatus used to perform the method through power
received from the first storage battery.

32. A testing device configured to operate in accordance
with the method of claim 17.
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